


















































































































































‘“...since a choice must be made, the following reasons weigh more heavily for
the retirement of the Concordia plant:

‘1. The buildings at Concordia are less serviceable than those at Winfield. A
new Administration Building was requested and needed six years ago and longer.
2. Concordia’s enrollment has steadily declined during the past ten years.

““3. Concordia draws a considerable number of students from Nebraska and
Illinois, who, together with the scattered few from other states, could attend
Winfield, Seward, and other schools. (The present number from Missouri was
45.)

“In view of the circumstances briefly related above, your Board respectfully
recommends: That the resources of St. Paul’s College at Concordia be combined
with those of the institutions at Winfield and Seward and that the Concordia
plant be withdrawn from synodical operation.

“‘Financially this consolidation should mean that Winfield and Seward will
accommodate more students than their present enrollment without notable
increase in overhead costs and that about 90 preministerial students now
attending Concordia will be accommodated without additional cost to Synod.
The eventual saving to Synod is estimated at about $18,000 a year. Another
substantial saving is the sum which would have to be appropriated for a new
Administration Building if Concordia were to be retained.”’

Committee 1 recommended to the convention the closing of the college. This
committee, consisting of the presidents of all the Synod’s districts, called the
College of Presidents, was regarded by many as the most powerful Convention
Committee. A recommendation from this august body to close a college was
locked upon as being equal to adoption. The recommendation did not come to a
vote in the Saturday session. In the time from Saturday noon till Monday
morning, when the Synod would convene again, the members of Committee 1
were approached by the college committee and by friends and supporters of the
institution. Their arguments and reasons for not closing the college were no
doubt presented more forcefully and persuasively than would have been the case
had this been done publicly.

All of this was not without its effect. President Meyer of the Kansas District,
who had voted in favor of the resolution to close the college, was prevailed upon
to offer a motion for reconsideration.

On Monday morning the discussion of closing the college was resumed on the
convention floor. Committee 1 had reconsidered its recommendation to close the
institution and submitted a substitute motion, namely: ‘‘Since a general survey of
all of Synod’s educational institutions has been recommended, Committee 1
recommends that this survey include also St. Paul’s College in Concordia, Mo.”’

The action of the Synod was to adopt this recommendation.

In the summer of 1941 St. Paul’s Church underwent a renovation. All the
pews were removed. Sunday morning worship services and funerals were held in
Kaeppel Memorial Gymnasium.

After graduation exercises on May 27, 1943, an informal gathering of some 45
alumni, pastors, and laymen was held to discuss ways and means of furthering
the interests of St. Paul’s College. Various men expressed the opinion that an
organization would be an excellent means to support and promote the school.
This soon seemed to be the prevailing sentiment. Accordingly, a resolution was

passed to organize such a society. A second resolution called for the formation of

a committee of three to draw up definite objectives for such an organization.
Elected to this committee were Pastor T. A. Weinhold of Kansas City, as
representative of the clergy; Mr. H. H. Mueller, teacher at St. Paul’s day school,
in behalf of the teachers of parochial schools; and Dr. H. H. Scholle (dentist),
Concordia, representing the laity.

The organizational meeting took place on October 17, 1943 at the college,
with 150 people in attendance. Officers elected were Pastor T. A. Weinhold,
president, Pastor G. H. C. Gerike of Cole Camp, vice-president, Pastor H. C.
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